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waters off Cuba. Second, I have ordered United
States military forces in the area to provide sup-
port to the search and rescue operations and
to ensure that it is fully protected. Third, I
have instructed our interest section in Havana
to seek an immediate explanation for this inci-
dent from the Cuban Government.

I condemn this action in the strongest pos-
sible terms. And as events unfold and we know
more we will do our best to answer your ques-
tions.

I’d like now to ask Mr. McCurry to come
up and either now or immediately, I think, when
I leave here to do his best to answer whatever
other questions you have. Obviously, we will
be getting further information throughout the

night, and we’ll let you know when we have
it.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, the United States does have

confirmation on the shoot-down?
Q. Do you know where the planes were when

they were shot down?
The President. We know—I can’t say that for

sure. I think Mike can answer all the questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. in the
automotive training center at Shoreline Commu-
nity College. The downed aircraft were operated
by Brothers to the Rescue, a Florida-based emigre
group.

Remarks to the Community in Shoreline
February 24, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. You know, we’ve listened to

you, now it’s my turn. [Applause] Thank you
very much.

I want to thank Monica, not only for that
introduction, which she did very well, but for
her example, which millions of Americans will
need to follow in the next few years. Let’s give
her another hand; she was great. [Applause]

I thank President Oertli, and I thank Senator
Murray, your former faculty member here and
a remarkable public servant who is—yes, you
can clap for that, it’s all right—[applause]—she’s
here along with Congressman Dicks and Con-
gressman McDermott. Let me say that we’ve
done a lot of good things in the last 3 years,
and we’ve made one or two mistakes under the
law of unintended consequences. And one of
them was the unintended and unwarranted con-
sequence of the way that timber rider has been
carried out. And Patty Murray is going to help
us fix it, and I thank her for that. I thank her
for that.

I want to thank Mayor Connie King of Shore-
line and my friends Mayor Rice of Seattle and
King County Executive Gary Locke and Gov-
ernor Lowry. They all came with me today, and
we’ve had a wonderful experience here. I want
to especially thank Bill Gates and Microsoft for
this remarkable donation. I hope this word goes

out all across the country and others try to
match him, because this is the sort of thing
that we need here. This is a shining example
of the kind of partnership between businesses
and public institutions that we need more of
in America.

Let me say to all of you that when I became
President I had a very straightforward vision.
I wanted this country to go into the 21st century
under circumstances in which every single
American could live out his or her dreams and
everybody who was willing to work for it could
have their shot at the American dream. I wanted
to go into the 21st century with a country that
was coming together, not being driven apart,
and a nation that was still the strongest force
in the world for peace and freedom.

Now, to do that it is abundantly clear that
we have to meet the challenges of this present
moment and that we have to meet them to-
gether. One of the reasons I am here today
is because I believe the community college in
the United States is the daily model of how
we are all going to have to behave if we hope
to open up the opportunities of the information
age to all Americans because it works by co-
operation. It is completely democratic—small
‘‘d’’—everybody is able to come and fulfill their
own desires by working together, and everybody
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cooperates. And if we all did that in every other
way, we would be much better off.

I was here, you know, in Washington just
a few days ago when I landed at Portland and
just flew over the State line and visited a com-
munity that was ravaged by the flood. And I
was in this little community of Woodland, walk-
ing down the streets, and I went into the home
of a man—he and his wife were about 70 years
old, and they had lost everything they had. They
had lived in this house for 30 years; they had
lost everything. He was hard of hearing; even
his hearing aid was washed away. So I walked
in, you know, really not knowing what to expect.
I thought these people would be devastated.
And this gentleman shook my hand, and he said,
‘‘You know, I’m 70 years old, and you’re the
first President I ever met. It was nearly worth
it to lose my home.’’ And then he said—[laugh-
ter]—I thought that was pretty remarkable. And
then he said, ‘‘Not only that,’’ he said, ‘‘I
wouldn’t have been fit to welcome a President
before now. But come in here, look, I can offer
you an indoor swimming pool.’’ [Laughter] I
was stunned.

I got out of the car and shook hands with
a fellow who was up in his sixties. He was re-
tired from the local utility company, a natural-
ized American, an immigrant from Norway, who
operated a jackhammer in doing his part to try
to help deal with the flood. And he operated
this jackhammer for 8 hours with a cracked rib.
I don’t know if any of you have ever tried to
hold a jackhammer in place. I’m above average
size and not entirely weak, and that’s hard work.
And that man did that for 8 hours with a
cracked rib.

Anyway, when I got ready to leave the 70-
year-old fellow said to me, ‘‘I have just loved
this. You know, as awful as this is, people came
in here and tried to help us at least save some
of our pictures and our records and our personal
effects, tried to help us save a little furniture.
They’ve been here every day since this flood
happened.’’ He said, ‘‘Don’t you just wish we
could behave this way all the time?’’ I say that
because if you look at the challenges we face
to give everybody a shot at the American dream,
to grow together instead of be divided, and to
maintain the world’s strongest force for peace
and freedom, we’re going to have to do more
of working together all the time.

How do we want that? How do we propose
to do that? Well, just imagine what we have

to do. In the State of the Union I was outlining
the challenges to America. We want people to
succeed at home and at work, so we have to
build strong families and strong work places.
We want people to have a decent quality of
life, so we need safe streets and a clean environ-
ment. We know that there will be all kinds
of changes in this economy, so we have to ad-
dress the need for greater education and eco-
nomic security that does not undermine the
strength and the dynamism of this economy.
We know that we have to do certain things
to continue to lead the world. And we know
that, just like every other organization, the Fed-
eral Government cannot be big and bloated and
bureaucratic. So it needs to be smaller and less
bureaucratic, but it doesn’t need to be weak.
It needs to be strong where it should be strong
so it can be a valuable partner.

And if you look at all this, the most important
areas to building the future we need are two
that can be melded together that you are meld-
ing together here. One is every single American
has got to have educational opportunity that is
excellent and that is there for a lifetime—for
a lifetime. And the second is we have to main-
tain the dynamism and the strength of the
American economy, but give every American
who is willing to work for it the chance to
achieve economic security.

Now, before I came in here, I met with a
number of students at this community college
and some teachers and a labor leader and a
businessman who were supporting the activities
here. And I want you to just think a minute
about the meaning of what Bill Gates did here
today. I have worked very hard to increase the
educational opportunities available to the Amer-
ica people, based on a simple theory: We should
have high standards, high expectations, high
technology, and access, access for a lifetime.
That’s why I believe if we’re going to have a
tax cut in this budget debate, the first and most
important one we could give would be to give
a tax cut for the cost of college tuition, a deduct-
ibility for that.

If we are here celebrating the work that is
going on in this institution, its key to the 21st
century, and opportunity for all, then we should
stand by those things that are working. We
should keep the student loan program and
strengthen it. We should keep the Pell grant
program and strengthen it. We should keep the
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national service program, AmeriCorps, and
strengthen it. We should do these things.

But I want to put before you the dilemma
that I saw in the lives of these people that
a lot of you have experienced. If I were to
have told you 3 years ago when I became the
President, ‘‘Look, here’s what’s going to happen
in our country. Just listen to this. In 3 years
we will have nearly 8 million new jobs, and
all the other advanced countries in the world
together will have a net of zero. The other six
big economies, they’ll have—a few will create
a few jobs, and a few will lose a few, but they’ll
net out no new jobs. We’ll have nearly 8 million.
And in each year of the next 3 years, we’ll
have a record number of new businesses, and
we’ll be at a 15-year high in homeownership.
We’ll have a record number of new self-made
millionaires, not people who inherited it, people
like Bill Gates, people that went out and made
it on their own. We will have the lowest rates
of unemployment, inflation, and home mort-
gages combined that we’ve had in 27 years’’—
you can clap for that. That’s the good news.
[Applause] ‘‘Our exports will be at an all-time
high, and we will turn around the trade situation
so that for the first time in many years our
exports will be growing faster than our imports.
We will do that. We’ll be opening closed mar-
kets in Asia, selling everything from Washington
apples to computers to auto parts. We’ll be
doing these things. But half the American peo-
ple will be working harder than they were 3
years ago for the same wages they were making
10 years ago.’’ Now, you would say, ‘‘Well, how
could that happen?’’

Well, it’s because of the changes we’re going
through. You heard Monica talk about it. We
are changing the nature of work. There’s more
mind and less muscle in all work. We’re chang-
ing the nature of the workplace. The informa-
tion revolution means you don’t need as many
people in the middle passing orders down and
information up. And by the way, these changes
are the most profound we’ve seen in 100 years.
The last time this country changed this much
was when most people moved from living on
the farm to living in towns and cities, and most
people moved from working on the farm to
working in factories and in businesses necessary
to support them. It’s a 100-year change.

In addition to that, communication is chang-
ing so rapidly. You heard Mr. Gates talk about
it. In his book he says the digital chip is the

most important change in communication in not
100 years but in 500 years, since Gutenberg
printed the first Bible in Europe.

Now, you cannot go through that sweep of
change—and understand that the markets in the
world where people exchange goods and services
and money are changing; the money markets
and the goods and services markets are now
all global—you can’t go through a change like
that without a great uprooting.

Now, we have two choices. We can either
bore our way through this change until it bene-
fits all Americans, or we can pretend that we
can repeal the laws of change and suffer the
consequences. I can tell you—you heard what
Bill Gates said—remember what I said, for all
of our challenges in America, we have 8 million
more jobs nearly, and we’ll have more than that
by the end of this year, and we have a much
lower unemployment rate than most of our com-
petitors. Our exports are growing faster than
our imports. We’re starting record numbers of
new jobs. For all the corporate downsizing, lis-
ten to this, businesses owned by women alone
have created more jobs than the Fortune 500
have laid off in the last 3 years.

So what we have to do—[applause]—but the
challenge—that sounds great, but if you’re one
of those people who hasn’t had a raise, if you’re
one of those people who gets downsized, or
if you live in a remote rural community or an
inner-city neighborhood that has no new jobs,
it sounds great, but it doesn’t ring true to you.

So our challenge is not to back up, not to
give up, it’s to go ahead. If you look at tech-
nology, today in our public schools where our
children are becoming computer wizards in ele-
mentary schools, nobody sees technology as a
threat. Technology is the equalizer. Technology
is the tool that means that poor kids and rich
kids can learn together and access the future
together. Technology is a tool that I have seen
with my own eyes bringing immigrant families
into the mainstream of American educational
life.

I was in a poor school district in New Jersey
all the way across the country a few days ago
where the student body is below the national
average in per capita income and many of them
come from immigrant families. But a company
there, Bell Atlantic, worked with the school dis-
trict and others to put computers in the class-
rooms and computers in the homes. And you
have people who didn’t even live in this country
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20 years ago now E-mailing the principal to
find out how the kids are doing in school. And
this school district, which was on the verge of
educational bankruptcy, literally about to be
taken over by the State, within 2 years had
an attendance record, a graduation record, and
test scores above the State average. Technology
was the great equalizer. We saw that.

So we have to finish that job. One of the
goals we have is to do the four things that
was up on one of those charts that Mr. Gates
had: Put the computers in every classroom and
every library in America, have good software,
train the teachers, and then hook them all up
to the Internet. We want every classroom and
every library in every community in the United
States on the Internet by the year 2000. And
I think we’re well on the way to getting that
done.

But the significance of what we are here
today about is this: The gift that Microsoft is
giving to the community colleges, the work that
the community colleges are doing, the people
that come to places like this fine institution who
have been downsized and now no longer feel
diminished but feel empowered, that shows us
the way to the future. The way to the future
is not to back up on the technology revolution
but to embrace it, work through it, and don’t
stop until every single American citizen benefits
from it instead of being punished by it. That
is what we have to do as Americans.

When we knew changes would have to be
made here in the Pacific Northwest in logging
practices in order to preserve the old growth
forest, preserve the quality of the water, pre-
serve the salmon population, preserve the qual-
ity of life, and still permit an acceptable amount
of logging to go on, we knew there would be
great dislocation in a lot of these small towns
and rural areas, just like there has been in all
the communities that lost their military bases
when we downsized after the cold war.

So the Congress, with the leadership of the
people in your delegation whom I just men-
tioned, appropriated over $1 billion for commu-
nities in the Pacific Northwest for the kind of
economic transition that Monica is going
through. That is what we have to do more of.
But we have to do it in a way that makes tech-
nology our friend, not our enemy. At least two
of the students that I met with here were
downsized purely because you can do more
work with fewer people because of computers.

The same thing is going on in the Federal
Government. The Federal Government is
205,000 people smaller today than it was the
day I took office. And I might add, I’m proud
of the fact that we’ve worked very hard to help
all these people not feel like they were
downsized but feel like they were given an op-
portunity to go on to a better and more produc-
tive life. But we can do more work than we
used to be able to do with fewer people, with
less regulatory hassle, less bureaucratic hassle.
The Federal Government is today as small as
it was in 1965. And that’s a good thing. But
it’s also a good thing that these people are going
to have a chance to do something else that’s
more exciting, that’s more fulfilling, that society
needs done, that the marketplace says, hey, we
need, and that they can get a good wage doing.

So I will say to you again: Our great challenge
is to take what we know is true in the school-
room, that technology is the great equalizer, and
take it into the workplace. And that will happen
through the community college. That will hap-
pen through partnerships. That will happen if
we continue to invest in student assistance pro-
grams, to invest in technology partnerships, to
invest in economic transitions, to invest in the
people. And it will happen if we continue to
work together.

One of the worst things about contemporary
political life is that the further you get away
from a grassroots political office where everyone
knows all the candidates running, the more like-
ly politics and campaigns are to be used to di-
vide people instead of to unite them. When
we are together, America never loses, and we
will not lose this.

So I ask you to continue to support Shoreline
Community College, to continue to support in-
vestments in education, to continue to insist that
we move forward into the future and that we
not stop until the benefits of technology are
available to everyone. We cannot go forward
as a country where half of us are growing and
half of us are stuck. But we cannot pretend
that we can return to a time that does not
exist anymore.

We have no choice but to do what Americans
have always done, to take on the challenges of
the present and to march right through them.
We can create more high-wage jobs. The Tele-
communications Act will create tens of thou-
sands of high-wage jobs. I want you to be
trained to hold them. We can win in global
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competition if we insist on having an open but
fair trading system. We can move into the fu-
ture. And we have to do it by working together.

More than any other institution in the United
States of America today, the promise of tech-
nology with a bright future for all Americans
is embodied by the way the community colleges
work. I want America to work that way, and
I want every one of you to remember what
that 70-year-old man in Woodland, Washington,
said to me: ‘‘That’s the way we ought to behave

all the time.’’ And if we do, there is no limit
to America’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:13 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Shoreline Community College. In
his remarks, he referred to Monica Walker, stu-
dent, and Gary Oertli, president, Shoreline Com-
munity College; Mayor Norman Rice of Seattle;
and Gov. Mike Lowry of Washington.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Israel
February 25, 1996

On behalf of all Americans, I want to extend
my deepest sympathy and condolences to Prime
Minister Peres and the people of Israel. Our
prayers are with them at this terrible moment,
especially the families and friends of those killed
and wounded in Jerusalem and Ashkelon.

These brutal acts of terror, which once again
have taken the lives of innocent Israelis and
at least one American citizen, offend the con-
science of the world. They must not only be
condemned; they must be brought to an end.
The enemies of peace have once more at-

tempted to turn back progress toward a new
Middle East in which Arabs and Israelis may
live in peace. But they have not and will not
succeed. Their dark vision is of the past, not
the present; of violence, not hope for a better
future.

At this tragic moment, the U.S. stands along-
side Israel and with all the peacemakers, as to-
gether we continue our work for a comprehen-
sive and lasting settlement for all the peoples
of the Middle East.

Statement on the Peace Vigil in Northern Ireland
February 25, 1996

Today, I join the people of Northern Ireland
as you gather together in a mass vigil for peace.
From where I stood last November in Belfast,
to cities on both sides of the Atlantic, citizens
are standing up for an end to violence and for
the right of the people of Northern Ireland to
a normal life.

The bombs that shattered the cease-fire and
murdered and maimed innocent people in Lon-
don must not be the path of the future. As
today’s outpouring of support underscores, the
people want peace. They deserve peace, and

we must all work to help them achieve this
goal. Those who seek to use violence and terror
should hear the voices of today’s vigil being con-
ducted across our lands: no to violence, yes to
peace.

The United States continues to work with the
Irish and British Governments and the parties
to help the people of Northern Ireland achieve
that goal. I commend all those who are standing
today for peace. My hopes and prayers are with
you in that effort.
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